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E-Mail rwoods@hotmail.fr, Tel. +33647895945
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Attorney 

Lead Advisor/Counsel with 15+ years (including 8+ years in NYC) experience in corporate, corporate finance, commercial, IP, corporate governance, and regulatory compliance matters in a global market, managing M&A deals and matters of litigation and arbitration in multicultural (French, US, international) and multidisciplinary environments, media/IP/software and new technologies/industrial/service companies and law firms.  Strong negotiating and written communication skills.  Successful, proactive partner and team player assisting clients in achieving their business objectives.  (Unusual breadth of professional experience, dedicated, permanent roles, temporary contracts renewed/extended.  References and letters of recommendation available upon request.  Actively seeking the right permanent, long-term career opportunity.)
education

Harvard Law School, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA USA

Juris Doctor 1982

Harvard and Radcliffe Colleges, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA USA

Bachelor of Arts cum laude 1978

Major Studies:  Economics
Attorney Accreditation:  Member of the Bar of the State of New York 

Professional experience

Corporate, Securities
-
Negotiated, advised on corporate, M&A transactions, matters of due diligence
-      Negotiated and drafted contracts on mergers, acquisitions, sales of businesses and assets
-
Advised on, structured, negotiated joint ventures, strategic alliances
-
Advised, negotiated on entry into new markets

-
Advised on issues of related current and developing EU regulations and national legislation, regulatory compliance

-
Advised on issues of antitrust (competition) law 

-
Set up and ran post-acquisition new legal department for international group of industrial/service companies headed by Dutch BV with three affiliate (one holding, two operating) companies in France

-
Set up new companies, advised on investment and expansion opportunities, exploiting new markets (including new regional investments opportunities in Europe, Russia, China
-
Advised on issues of multinational business units and corporate entities restructuring (purchases and sales of existing businesses in view of new business models), assets management

-
Negotiated and drafted letters of intent, NDAs, noncompetition clauses
-
Provided corporate record keeping, drafted corporate minutes and resolutions, due corporate governance
-
Structured and generally advised on the start-up and ongoing operations of corporations, joint ventures, limited partnerships, limited liability companies 

-
Advised on matters of company reporting 

- 
Negotiated, drafted investment contracts, advised on issues of compliance with current and developing US federal and state regulations

-
Drafted and advised on the distribution of private placement memoranda/prospectuses, stock sales, entering into investment contracts, disclosures to investors
-
Advised on issues of securities offerings, operating and dissolving partnerships, corporations, disclosures, broker-dealers licensing

-
Advised on setting up various other investment vehicles
-
Managed, coordinated outside counsel
Finance, Tax

-
Advised on issues of corporate debt restructuring (mezzanine financing and senior long-term financing), tax-driven vehicles

-
Advised on issues of tax-driven corporate restructuring

-
Advised on issues of related current and developing regulations and legislation, compliance, GAAP, Sarbanes-Oxley
-
Advised on matters of cash pooling, transfer pricing, sharing of management fees and costs 

- 
Negotiated, advised on issues of syndicated loans, participations, structured financing, LBO financing, M&A financing, special purpose and project financing, short-term, gap and long-term financing vehicles and credit facilities, debt subordination, bankruptcy and reorganization, debt restructuring, asset-based lending
-
Advised on exploring opportunities for investment and the use of corporate financing, setting up various investment vehicles

-
Managed, coordinated outside counsel
Commercial/Contracts
-
Negotiated, drafted contracts on corporate and commercial matters, IP, M&A issues
-
Negotiated, drafted contracts on international project finance and infrastructure financing, joint ventures, expert services, requests for proposal bids
-
Negotiated, drafted contracts on international commercial, industrial sales and service, outsourcing activities, export controls and limitations, FCPA
-
Negotiated, drafted contracts for labor, professional services 

-
Negotiated, drafted contracts, advised on issues of insurance
-
Negotiated, drafted contracts, advised on issues of IP rights development, licensing
-
Drafted agreements on joint venture/strategic alliance corporations, limited partnerships, limited liability companies 
- 
Negotiated, drafted investment contracts, stock sales
-
Drafted private placement memoranda/prospectuses
IP/New Technologies/Media

-
Negotiated, drafted contracts, advised on issues of IP development, licensing, protection, NDAs 

-
Advised on issues of related current and developing EU regulations and national legislation, regulatory compliance 
-
Negotiated, drafted contracts, advised on issues of IP rights and related tax-driven financing vehicles, covering French, US, European and international markets

-
Negotiated and drafted contracts on mergers, acquisitions, sales of businesses and assets, and related assignments and licensing of IP rights, sales of fine art
-
Advised on issues of copyright, patent, trademark, brand, and trade name registration and protection, consumer protection, product liability, warranty, NDAs, export controls, data privacy, protection and security
-
Set up corporations, joint ventures, other partnerships, strategic alliances for developing new business ventures, activities, strategies for market evolution and expansion and related IP rights issues
-
Managed, supervised outside counsel, matters of IP rights-related litigation
Litigation/Arbitration

-
Negotiated, drafted pleadings, settlement agreements, advised on, managed and coordinated with outside counsel strategies and matters of litigation, court trials and appeals, and arbitration, appeared in court as counsel of record
2003 – present

 
Business & Legal Affairs Advisor, Lawyer 


(occasional, special issues, 
Various clients (law firms, media, new media/IP, general commercial 

international transactions) 
industry/service companies, individual rights holders)

2002



(France, Germany, Holland, Ireland, US, UK, Western & Eastern Europe, 

2000 – 8/2001


Japan, Asia, among other jurisdictions)




6/2008 – 11/2008
             Suez Environnement, GDF Suez (traded on Euronext), Paris, France
(temporary contract)                    Senior Legal Counsel (worldwide, including Europe, North (including


the US) & South America, Middle East, operations)
6/2007 – 3/2008
Inergy Automotive Systems Management SA, (Solvay-Plastic
(temporary contract) 
Omnium (Belgian-French) joint venture), Paris, France




Legal Advisor (worldwide, including US, Japan, Russia, operations)
6/2006 – 10/2006

Carrier EMEA, United Technologies, Rueil-Malmaison (near Paris), France 

(maternity cover) 

Senior Counsel – Europe, Middle East, Russia & Africa (EMEA)

-
Managed 4 regional legal departments
6/2005 – 11/2005 

Saft Power Systems, Power Systems Group (former Alcatel (temporary contract)

business), Nanterre (Paris area),
France


Chief Legal Officer (worldwide operations – Europe, Asia, No. America)
-
Reported directly to Group CEO
10/2003 – 4/2004

Trader Classified Media (traded on Euronext 1st market), Paris, France 
(General Counsel maternity leave) Group Senior Legal Counsel (worldwide operations)
9 - 12/2001


Walker & Associés law firm, Paris, France

Lawyer

1994 – 1999


Bitoun & Associés law firm, Paris, France






Lawyer
1985 – 1992


Bank Hapoalim B.M., New York, NY 
Assistant Counsel, Western Hemisphere operations
1984
The Meridith Organization, New York, NY 

Assistant Counsel and Assistant Vice President

1983
Cushman & Wakefield, New York, NY

Associate, Corporate Finance
1982 – 1983


Powers & Hall law firm, Boston, MA  

Associate, Corporate Law

other professional experience, Education
2004-2010
Paris-area University/MBA programs, Paris-area, France


Adjunct Professor - Multinational Business Finance, International Business Law, Economics, Media Planning

2003                                             Consultant, UNESCO, Paris, France Headquarters

Spring-Summer 1993
Consultant to President of PolyGram Records France, Paris, France

-      
Advised on issues of international corporate financing, accounting rules and practices, just prior to corporate acquisition

Spring 1993


Price Waterhouse, Paris, France





Consultant
1992-4                                        Studied French at the Sorbonne, Paris, France
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